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mansion running to ruin ? The con- 
sideration of well managed mediocri- 
ty mikes us perceive tliat it is in 
the power of all to be sufficiently 
wise, agreeable and useful. The same 
reasoning may be applied to personal 
beauty, which is not long engaging 
except it be accompanied by a good, 
pleasing countenance. Our feelings 
also ought to be well regulated ; 
unless they are so, we can be of no 
more advantage to our friends, than 
if we were unfeeling. Even moder- 
ate talents are not necessary to render 
us amiable or useful. if, like Sir 
Hugh Tyrold, in Miss Burney's ex- 
cellent novel of " Camilla," the heart 
be full of goodness and kindness the 
head may be void, and thus goodness 
unbounded by reason, may be hurt- 
ful to our friends. 

Let us be Irghly gifted, or mo- 
derately gifted, we must make the 
be-,1 use of our talents, if we expect 
to be durably useful. A man of the 
largest fortune may, by extravagance, 
become a beggar, and a man of the 
finest talents act unbecoming Jtue dig. 
nity of a philosopher. " E. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

AM ESSAV ON READING, ADDRESSED TO 
THE LADIES. 

ALTHOUGH books make one 
of the chief means of acquiring 
knowledge, yet knowledge js seldom 
acquired by them in the degree that 
it ought to be. 1 impute this failure 
equally to the choice of books, and 
the manner of using them. It re- 
quires no little judgment to select 
our studies, and u<> little industry to 
profit by them. Young ladies ought 
to be particularly careful in choosing 
the subjects of their reading; they 
have much leisure for reading, and 
on that account books have a great 
share in their meditations, and strongly 
influence their characters. Many 
young ladies, I mu»t acknowledge, 
have such a strong reliance on their 
personal charms, that they think it 
useless to take much pains tor the 
embellishment of their minds ; to 
such persons I have little to say, the 
brightness of their eyes, and the e. 
legance of their complexion may 



inflict a few slight wounds, but the 
dullness of their understandings, and 
the poverty of their conversation will 
cure them speedily, except the lovers 
are only a few degrees removed from 
idiots. I shall therefore address my- 
self to those ladies who are sensible 
of the importance of learning, and 
who think that the brightest personal 
charms may receive additional lustre 
from the improvement of the mind, 
the attainment of u-.eful knowledge, 
and the command of elegant lan- 
guage. 

The first regulation of a lady's li- 
brary oujjlit to be the ex<lusion of 
novels and romances. Goldsmith's 
" Vicar of Wakefield," Johnson's 
" Rasellas,!' •' Don Quixotte," " The, 
Adventures of Telemacims," and a 
few others may remain. The generali- 
ty of novels ire as contemptible iu 
a literary point of view, as hurtful 
in a moral one; the ideas they con- 
tain are mostly far f tched, the ex- 
pressions ridiculous, and the langua"e 
such as can excite nothing but con- 
tempt. Novels occasion a dreadful 
loss of time, they spoil the taste of 
their readers, tliey unbend the mind 
jn the most unfavourable maimer, a«4 
too often hurt the morals. The man- 
ner in which they attempt sublimity, 
pathos, or elegance is a tine specimen 
ot the burlesque style ; their elegauce 
is affected, their pathos laughable, and 
their sublimity bombasf. 

There are bopks enough that are 
well worthy our perusal without en- 
gaging in the endless round of nov.j 
reading. 1 cai( it an eiid|e ? s round, 
because it is a "never ending, stiii 
beginning" task, and on account of 
li. e sameness of language, ideas, aiij 
adventures, which pervades ' them 
all, the novel-reader is engaged iu a 
perpetual round of nonsense.' 

A taste not vitiated by this specie; 
of reading, would not only find more 
advantage, but more pleasure in books 
of .history, biography , geography, and 
travels. A selection oi sucn works, 
with due intermixture of scientific, 
moral and poetical books, would by 
proper reading, pioduce a very dil- 
lerent ellect than what we daily see 
on the generality of readers. 

L. 



